Government of the Community

concerns us all. We cannot afford to ignore its most
important questions ; hence the study of citizenship is now
taking an adequate place in our educational system.

Education in citizenship no doubt requires careful and
delicate handling* Partisan teaching must be avoided, or
disturbing reaction may be the result. There is also the
danger of breaking into the natural reticence of young
people, offending the stronger minds, and tempting the
weaker ones to become self-conscious or pharisaic. Influence
and example are more effective than direct injunction, and
the method of teaching initial interest and participation is
well described by Mr. G. Lambourn as the awakening of
civic interest by the discussion of actual current local and
daily events recorded or narrated by the pupils themselves.
This method may develop, as age and experience increase,
into some organized measure of self-government. This
experiment has proved very effective in some schools, and,
supplemented by the provision of many good books which
deal plainly and dispassionately with the facts of civic life,
the machinery of national and local government, the adminis-
tration of the law, and the various proposals for encourag-
ing peace and goodwill not only in Great Britain but also
throughout the world, develops a broad outlook on civic
responsibilities at home and abroad.

Just as in the family home life is made more happy by
the little kindnesses that boys and girls perform, so in society
it is the voluntary work of the citizens which makes a really
happy community, Civic duty begins in the life of the family,
and faithful discharge of the humbler and homelier duties of
life is the best preparation for their fulfilment in the village,
town and nation. A healthy, industrious and skilful body of
workers, upright in character and self-reliant in effort, is a
source of both wealth and strength to a nation, and all causes
which tend to injure their efficiency and to lessen their hope-
fulness lead to national loss and to the increase of poverty
and ignorance.
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